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Htalian Ambassador Visitls Seoul’s Garden of Gratitude
Memorial

MAY 13, 2026 BY OMAR EL SAYED - WORLD EDITOR

Seoul recently dedicated the "Garden of Gratitude"” memarial at Gwanghwamun
Sguare, henoring international contributions to the nation's stabllity. Attended by the
ltalian Ambassador, the ceremony underscores South Korea's strategic use of
historicd memary to fortify diplomatic ties and reinforce its position within the
evolving globa democratic alliance.

To the casud observer, the dedication of a garden In the heart of Seoaul might seem
like a local ceremanial affair—a moment of guiet reflection amidst the bustle of a
modern metropolis. But in the high-stakes arena of international relations, there is no
such thing as a purely loca gesture. This memaorial is a masterclass in “memaory
diplomacy.” By rooting its modern identity In the gratitude owed to Internationa
partners, South Korea Is doing much more than planting trees. It's anchoring its
security architecture in the shared history of the globa cammunity.

Eadier this week, as the kallan Ambassador toured the site, the subtext was clear.
Thisisn't just about leoking backward; itis about looking forward. In an era where
the Indao-Pacific s the primary theater of geopoliticd friction, Seuth Korea Is utllizing
its historical narrative to build a "soft power” shield. By honoring the nations that
stood by them during thelr most vulnerable hours, Seoul is reinforcing the maral and
political legitimacy of its current dliances.

The Silent Language of Gwanghwamun Square

Gwanghwamun Square has dways been the heartbeat of Korean political life. tis
where protests roar, where celebrations erupt, and where the state projects its most


https://www.archyde.com/italian-ambassador-visits-seouls-garden-of-gratitude-memorial/

5.2% 23 1240 llmian Ambassadar Visils Seculs Garden of Gratituds Memorisi - Archiyde
potent symbols. Placing the Garden of Gratitude here s a calculated move. It places
the concept of Intermational solidarity at the very center of the Korean nationa

consclousness.

yu  Seoulcity
R L e =L

105 RS ae—

=

(IEl FL oAl HE)

Z=H|0}, gl=0iA&
https://rednas.comco/anp/tendencias/corea—del —sur-pone—a—colonbia—en-lo-mas—alto-iconico-nmpnunento—sera-visitado
—por—27-millones—de—personas—al—ano—20260515-0045.html

A3, 20|ESA
https://www.reutersconnect.com/item/seoul-dedicates—garden-of—gratitude—memorial-at-g

wanghwamun-square/dGFnOnJIdXRlcnMuY29tLDIwM;Y6bmV3c21sX01UMUSVUIBITzZAW
MEhRGMDVCOA
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